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SUBJECT: KIDNAPPING OF PAO BARBARA HUTCHINSON 
REF : STATE 213642 (NOTAL) 

L INSTRUCTIONS REFTEL MUCH APPRECIATED. 

2. DURING MY ONE-HOUR MEETING WITH PRESIDENT BALAGUER THIS 
EVENING AT 8:15 P.M. CONCERNING KIDNAPPING, AFTER I HAD MADE 
POINTS REFTEL, HE TOOK POSITION AS FOLLOWS: 

A) HE EXPRESSED DEEP REGRET AT THIS DEED AGAINST "SRTA. BARBARA." 

B) HE AGREED THAT THE FIRST PRIORITY SHOULD BE FOR PERSONAL 
SAFETY OF THE HOSTAGES. HE SAID IN THIS CONNECTION HE HAD 
INSTRUCTED THE POLICE TO SURROUND THE VENEZUELAN CONSULATE 
BUT TO AVOID PROVOCATIVE ACTIONS. 

C) WITH REGARD TO TACTICS HE EMPHASIZED THAT THE MOST IMPORTANT 
POINT NOW WAS TO REMAIN CALM. IT WAS ADVISABLE, HE SAID, TO 
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REDUCE THEIR DEMANDS TO SOMETHING REASONABLE. HE REGARDED 
IT IMPORTANT NOT TO BECOME ALARMED OVER DEADLINES OR OTHER 
THREATS FROM THE KIDNAPPERS, FOR HE KNEW THEM TO BE BLUFFERS. 

D) IN REPLY TO MY QUERY CONCERNING THE PROSPECTS FOR SUCCESS- 
FUL NEGOTIATION, HE STATED THAT THAT WOULD DEPEND ON WHAT THE 
KIDNAPPERS ASKED FOR. (COMMENT: HE DID NOT THEREFORE RULE 

OUT SOME EVENTUAL DEAL.) 

E) IN REPLY TO MY CONCERN WITH REGARD TO GETTING FOOD TO THE 
HOSTAGES HE INDICATED THAT THE EMBASSY COULD HAVE FOOD SENT TO 
BARBARA HUTCHINSON AND THAT EMBASSIES OF OTHER FOREIGN NATIONALS 
HELD HOSTAGE COULD DO LIKEWISE. BEARING IN MIND MY CONVERSA- 
TION WITH MSGR. POLANCO REPORTED SD 3976, 1 SUGGESTED 
DESIRABILITY OF HAVING POLANCO BRING FOOD IN FOR ALL HOSTAGES. 
PRESIDENT IMMEDIATELY GRASPED POINT THAT THIS WOULD BE HELPFUL 

IN EMPHASIZING HUMANITARIAN ASPECT AND IN AVOIDING APPEARANCE 
OF EMBASSY INVOLVEMENT WHICH WOULD ENCOURAGE CAPTORS. ALSO, 
APPEARANCE OF PRELATE WOULD BE ENCOURAGING TO BARBARA AND 
OTHER HOSTAGES. PRESIDENT WRYLY SUGGESTED THAT FOOD BE OF TYPE 
ATTRACTIVE SPECIFICALLY TO NON-DOMINICAN HOSTAGES ("PERHAPS 
KIDNAPPERS WOULDN'T LIKE IT") AND BE JUST SUFFICIENT FOR ONE 
MEAL. 

3. THE PRESIDENT, WHATEVER HIS UNDERLYING EMOTIONS WERE, 

SHOWED REMARKABLE COOLNESS AND CONTROL. HE IS OBVIOUSLY SEEK- 
ING PLAY OUT DEALINGS WITH KIDNAPPERS IN EFFORT WEAR THEM DOWN. 

4. 1 HAVE COORDINATED WITH SPANISH AND VENEZUELAN COLLEAGUES 
AS WELL AS WITH MSGR. POLANCO WHO HAS AGREED TO DELIVER FOOD 
WHICH ALL THREE OF US ARE PROVIDING. 

HURWITCH 
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